Basic Disciplines for Believers — #7: Gospel Sharing
The Importance of Sharing the Gospel Clearly & Accurately

A False or Inaccurate Gospel Gives False Hope

He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. (John 3:18)

But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is accounted for righteousness, (Rom 4:5)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, ¢ not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Eph 2:8-9)

A False or Inaccurate Gospel Is Specifically Condemned by God

6 | marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of
Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble
you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him
be accursed. ¢ As we have said before, so now | say again, if anyone preaches any
other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. (Gal 1:6-9)

A False or Inaccurate Gospel Promotes Division

Now | urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to
the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. (Rom 16:17)

A False or Inaccurate Gospel Destroys the Foundations of Truth

And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, "Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 Therefore,
when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they
determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to
Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question. 2 So, being sent on their
way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, describing the
conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren. 4 And when
they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and
the elders; and they reported all things that God had done with them. 5 But some of
the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, "It is necessary to
circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses." (Acts 15:1-5)

A False or Inaccurate Gospel Prevents Christian Growth

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, ¢ to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. @ For he who lacks these things
is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his
old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. (2 Pet 1:5-11)
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A False or Inaccurate Gospel Encourages Further Deception

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter imes some will depart from the faith,
giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, (1Tim 4:1)

But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying
the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many
will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be
blasphemed. (2 Pet 2:1-2)

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ
as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that
we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. °
Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have
God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your
house nor greet him; 1 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. (2 Jo 1.7-11)

3 Beloved, while | was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation,
| found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in
unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who
turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord
Jesus Christ. (Jude 1:3-4) c.f. Matt 24:24; 1 John 4:1-3.

A False or Inaccurate Gospel Is a Constant Danger to the Sheep

28 "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood. 2 "For | know this, that after my departure savage wolves will
come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 "Also from among yourselves men will
rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. (Act
20:28-30)

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers
of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control,
brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from
such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and
make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7
always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (2 Tim 3:1-7)

| charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the
living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready
in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and
teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables. (2 Tim 4:1-4)



